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adaptation of Brecht's Exception and the Rule, introduced the German playwright to the Telugu
audience. Other groups that continued their earlier theatrical activity during this period were
'Kalavani' of Bapatla and 'Ra.Sa.Na. Samakhya1 of Vijayawada. Kalavani's productions of the
plays of Korrapati Gangadhara Rao and Ra.Sa.Na's productions of plays like Masterji, Donga
Virudu and Koduku Puttala directed by the veteran actor-director K. Venkateswara Rao were
memorable.
Similarly, Nataraja Kala Samithi, with the famous actor-director J.V. Ramana Murthy and
his equally famous actor-brother J.V. Somayajulu, started at Srikakulam but had spread its
activities all over Andhra, popularised such plays as KIrtisesulu, Phani and Kala flat/7, besides
performing Kany&Sulkam regularly. Lalitha Kala Samithi of Anantapur with Roddam Hanumantha
Rao and C. Ranganayakulu, popularised social plays by giving meticulous productions.
In 70's scores of young directors made their mark- Foremost among them were Desiraju
Hanumantha Rao, Bhanu Prakash, D.S.N. Murthy, K. Vidyasagar and T. Sundaram, Their
forte was experimental thatre, though they were equally at ease with the realistic mode, Attili
Krishna Rao's 'Natya Bharati', Raojee 'Raojee's Productions1 and Vijaya Prakash's Vijaya Kala
Samithi' produced plays of importance* Among promising young directors mention must be
made of Satyanand whose Bommalata and Adavi Divffilu have run for hundred nights. Mention
must be made of Misro, Krishna Chaitanya, Ayyalasomayajula Gopalakrishna, Sanjeevi, G.S.
Prasada Reddy, N.J. Bikshu, D. Ramu, J. Ramana and several other youngsters whose work
shows promise.
With the emergence of the University Departments of Drama, a long-felt need for providing
scientific training to students in all the areas of theatre production was fulfilled. The first to be
started was the Andhra University Department of Theatre Arts (1961). It had the blessings and
the active participation (in the initial years) of K.V. Gopalaswamy, a veteran theatre personality.
Actors and directors of proven merit like Mantri Srinivasa Rao, K. Venkateswara Rao, Chatla
Sreeramulu, Attili Krishna Rao and Abburi Gopalakrishna were on the faculty* It offers a
Diploma and trained several enthusiasts. It produced plays of a wide variety*
The next one to be started was the Department of Theatre Arts at the Osmania University
(1983), It had dedicated teachers like M. Nagabhushana Sarma, P. Raja Ramdass and Chatla
Sreeramulu. If offers a two-year Post-graduate Diploma and emphasizes the need of performing
classics, both from the west and India and of contemporary masterpices from other Indian
languages- With a well*drawn up syllabus to include both theoretical and practical work, it
has established for itself a name in theatre training In India. It has the credit of conducting a
5-day Festival of Atreya's plays. The University of Hyderabad started a P.G. Course and a
Diploma and the Telugu University a 3-year B.A. course in drama. M. Nagabhushana Sarma
served the Central University as its first Head of the Department and laid the foundations for
its expansion. He was succeeded by Attili Krishna Rao. The Telugu University Department
of acting was headed by the veteran actor, J.V. Somayajulu. Efforts are, however, to be
made to consolidate the results of the work done in these Universities by starting at least
one Repertory to give in-house training to select students.